
Case Study Assignment
PS 3342: African Politics
Spring 2020
Due: 5/5 by 11:59pm via Canvas

Case Study Paper Requirements

This project requires you learn and critically analyze the political history of a single African
country of your choice. You will examine the themes discussed in class in your country of
choice.

Your case study must include the following:

• A discussion of how the country became independent and its post-independence leaders.

• A discussion of any changes in political regime that happened after independence.

– Transitions to authoritarian rule

– Changes in authoritarian rule

– Re-introduction of multiparty elections/democratization

• A discussion of any major conflicts in your country.

– Civil wars

– Coups

– Major protest movements

• A discussion of important political identities in your country.

– Political parties

– Ethnicity

– Region

– Language

– Religion

• A discussion of economic development in your country.

• Citations to at least 5 academic sources
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Paper Format Instructions

Papers must be:

• Typed

• Double spaced

• 12pt Times New Roman font

• Approximately 7–8 pages of text

Citations

All sources, including assigned readings, must be properly cited both in the text and in
a bibliography at the end of the case study. You are welcome to use any commonly used
citation style such as APA, MLA, or Chicago style. All I ask is that you correctly and con-
sistently use the style of your choice. As in your reaction papers, direct quotations should
be used sparingly and only when using your own words would cause the information to lose
its meaning. Here are some citation examples using APA:

As Bates (2008) describes, shocks to public revenue are more important for state failure than
private incomes.

The banning of party competition meant that “political sycophancy replaced constituency
service as the best strategy for those with ambitions for office” (Bates, 2008, p.43).

Bates, R. (2008). When things fell apart. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press.


