
Evaluation Rubric for Informative Speech Outline (5 points possible) 

 Exemplary (1pt) Appropriate (.75pts) Developing (.5pts) 

Thesis  Creative, compelling and original.  Creative, compelling, and/or 

original. 

Broad, underdeveloped and/or unclear. 

Audience Analysis & 

Speech Purpose  

Audience analysis is evident in the 

speech purpose statement and all 

parts of the outline are consistently 

audience- centered. The speaker 

intentionally contributes to the 

knowledge and awareness of her/his 

specific audience. 

There is some evidence of 

audience analysis in the speech 

purpose statement and the 

outline is mostly audience- 

centered. The speaker contributes 

to the knowledge and awareness 

of a general audience. 

There is weak evidence of audience 

analysis, and speech does not remain 

audience- centered throughout the 

outline. There is minimal contribution to 

the knowledge and awareness of her/his 

listeners. 

Introduction & Conclusion Attention-getter, thesis/purpose, and 

preview of main points are all 

presented clearly and creatively. 

Conclusion includes a summary of 

main points, and creative closing 

lines that provide a sense of closure. 

Attention-getter, thesis/purpose, 

and preview of main points are all 

presented in a basic or general 

manner. 

Conclusion provides a general 

sense of closure. 

Attention-getter, thesis/purpose, and 

/or preview of main points are present, 

but need further development or 

clarification. 

Conclusion is present, but 

underdeveloped or abrupt. 

Main Points Main points are presented as clear 

ideas and coordinated in a logical 

organizational pattern. Each main 

point is distinct and independent 

from other main points, and in direct 

support of the thesis. 

Main points are clear and 

organized. Each main point is 

distinct and appropriate to the 

thesis.  

Main points are not complete ideas, and 

the organizational pattern is unclear. 



Supporting Material 

& Citations 

Supporting material is appropriate 

and well-developed Evidence 

(scholarly and popular) is presented 

clearly, then explained and analyzed 

in relation to the main point and 

thesis. Full citations are present for 

each outside source (quote, fact, 

statistic, image, video, etc.) 

Supporting material is appropriate 

and somewhat developed. 

Evidence (scholarly and popular) is 

presented, then explained and 

discussed in relation to the main 

point and thesis. Citations are 

present for each outside source 

(quote, fact, statistic, image, 

video, etc.) 

Supporting materials are general and 

underdeveloped. Evidence is minimal, 

and not explained in relation to the 

main point and thesis. Partial citations 

are present for each outside source 

(quote, fact, statistic, image, video, etc.) 

 


